
  
 
 

Opportunity 
 

 
Seeking a newsletter editor.   
Want to join the team and provide 
the members with entertaining and 
informative quarterly updates on 
club activities and news?  Our 
original editor, Eileen Egloff, created 
an easy to use, ready to go template 
for future newsletters.  With our full 
calendar of pickleball events and 
social activities there are always lots 
of news worthy items available.  If 
you like to write and would enjoy a 
creative opportunity to connect with 
the pickleball community this might 
be your calling.  
 
Note from Jeff Smith:  This edition is 
my effort to keep the news rolling in 
the absence of a current editor.  
Please contact any board member if 
you are interested in this position 
with WSPC.   
This is not a board position and does 
not attend meetings.   
 

 

 

Club Calendar 
 
For all upcoming WSPC Pickleball 
and Social Events visit our website 
and scroll to the bottom of the 
home page to view the Club 
Calendar.  Our dynamic webmaster, 
Tracy Dvorak, added this useful 
resource that lists all the activities 
club members want to know about.  
Events with further details or entry 
forms have links to those tools.  
 
 

 
 Holiday Parties 
 

Our second annual WSPC Christmas 
Party was held at the Masonic Hall.  
Our social directors, Mary Kusak and 

Anna Goetz, and their team of 
wonderful volunteers did an 
incredible job of putting on this 
fabulous gala event.  This year’s 
party was catered with an awesome 
dinner of beef brisket provided by 
Practical Smokers catering. 

 
Mike Hill did a great job running the 
evening raffles with ticket sales help 
from Aiaga Roffey. 
George helped us call out and 
recognize all the valuable 
contributions various members 
made throughout the year and 
Brenda wrapped up the night with 
another wild and crazy white 
elephant gift exchange.   
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With over 130 members in 
attendance it was an evening of 
plentiful socializing, great food, drink 
and fun activities.  This was our 
largest gathering of club members 
for a social event.  Everyone had a 
great time and the catered format 
was praised by all.  Great job Mary 
and Anna! 

…………………………….. 
 
The annual Pickleballers Christmas 
party in the Barn sponsored by 
Grand Junction Parks and Rec was 
also enjoyed by many club 
members.   

 
 
Rousing games of pickleball were 
followed by a great pot-luck meal.  
Toys donated by players were 
collected by Parks and Rec for the 
annual toy drive. 

  
 
 

 

Paddle Care & 
Maintenance 
Advise from Rich Garrett: 

 
 
Your paddle, regardless of 
manufacturer, will die.  However, it 
will die faster and in agonizing pain 
and disgrace if not cared for.  Here 
are ideas for keeping your paddle 
winning and with a longer lifespan. 
 
Cleaning your paddle from time to 
time is a good habit to get into.  
Simply wipe the surface with a glass 
cleaner and a moist towel.  Warm 
water also works.  Wipe off the grip 
with a damp cloth to remove oils 
and dry skin particles. 
 
Check the edge of your paddles 
weekly to see if it has come loose in 
an area or two. Loose edges 
compromise the physical integrity of 
the paddle allowing for compression 
of the honeycomb core at the edges.  
Contact cement or super glues work 
to secure the edges.  When your grip 
wears and loses its tackiness have it 
regripped or add an over-grip.   To 
regrip see:    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
bZnAxylnnqg 
 
Cold and Heat – Don’t leave your 
paddle in your car or uninsulated 
garage. Both extreme cold and 
extreme heat will alter the physical 
components of your paddle.  The 
plastic core, the inks and the glues 
are all affected.  Heat will soften the 
core and surface and cold will make 
all components brittle and contract. 
Tao has broken a paddle that was 
left in his car in winter.  Additionally, 
a cold paddle and a cold ball in 30-

degree weather will play differently 
with “touch” being affected.  Leaving 
a paddle in the heat in a car or on 
the court in hot sun may cause 
bubbling in less expensive paddles 
and softens the glues holding your 
paddle together. 
 
Other ideas for keeping your paddle 
happy! 
Celebrating:  Refrain from the 
temptation to tap or hit paddles 
after a good shot, rally or win. 
At the end of a game tap handles 
not the edge or the face of the 
paddle. 
Use of your paddles for anything 
other than hitting the ball will 
shorten its performance and life.   
 
Be nice to your paddle. 
 
Rich Garrett of Paddletek is available 
to discuss paddle types and 
characteristics. He also carries grips, 
edges and glue for paddle 
maintenance.  970.261.4881 
 

Training 
Want to improve your game?  Try 
the club’s “Lobster” pickleball 
machine, available on days with 
above 50-degree weather. 

 
It’s a great tool for improving your 
skills.  With adjustable flight patterns 
speed control and forward or back 
spin you can get a workout just 
trying to keep up with the Lobster. 
See club website for details on 
renting the machine. 



 

WSPC Board 
The spotlight for this edition focuses 
on the volunteers that make up our 
Board of Directors. 
 

Officers 
 
President:  Jeffrey Smith 

 
I am honored to be elected to follow 
in the footsteps of the tremendous 
leadership that started this great 
organization.  Thanks to everyone 
for the support mid-way through my 
first year in the position. 
BORN:  Grants Pass, Oregon 
HIGH SCHOOL: Grants Pass HS, OR 
COLLEGE:  Oregon State Univ 
RETIRED:  District Finance Mgr. US 
Postal Service 
FAMILY: 2 sons in Portland, 1 son in 
Atlanta  
LIVED IN VALLEY: 2 years 
PICKLEBALL:  3 years 

^^^^^^^ 
 

Vice President:  Bruce Gregg 

 
Bruce heads our Court Expansion 
committee and does a fabulous job 
or organizing our 24 road clean-up 
projects. 
BORN:  Jackson, MS 
HIGH SCHOOL: Glynn Academy, 
Brunswick, GA 
COLLEGE:  BA-Mississippi College 

MA-Colorado State University 
RETIRED: Teacher/Principal 
Moffat County School District-Craig, 
CO 
FAMILY: Wife-Susan 
Children-Megan Robinson and 
Ashleigh Pipher 
Grandchildren-Ryder, Reese, 
Finleigh, Bodie, (1 more in March) 
PICKLEBALL:  since 2016 

^^^^^^^ 
 
Secretary: Linda Griffith 

 
Linda is a master at keeping us all 
organized and maintaining the 
records and documents that govern 
our processes.   
BORN:  Terre Haute, Indiana 
HIGH SCHOOL: Wiley High School, 
Terre Haute, Indiana “Go Red 
Streaks” 
COLLEGE:  Indiana State University 
RETIRED:  Medical Technologist/ 
Hospital Lab Manager  
FAMILY: one brother, no kids 
LIVED IN VALLEY: 10 years 
PICKLEBALL: 10 years 

^^^^^^^ 
 
Treasurer:  Beth Klein 

 
Beth does a great job keeping our 
finances organized and managing 
our income and expenses. 
BORN:  Staten Island, NY 

HIGH SCHOOL: New Dorp High 
School Staten Island  
RETIRED: US Postal Service and Rural 
Carriers Assoc. 
FAMILY: Children, Guin and Matt 
LIVED IN VALLEY: 32 years 
PICKLEBALL:  3 years 

^^^^^^^ 
 
Past President:  Brenda Furnace 

 
Brenda worked tirelessly for 4 years 
to build this great organization and 
has been invaluable to the club in 
supporting the transition to a new 
president.  She heads our 
tournament committee and is 
working on bringing a sanctioned 
event to the valley. 
BORN:  Farmington, New Mexico 
HIGH SCHOOL: Elk City High School, 
Oklahoma 
COLLEGE:  Victoria College 
RETIRED:  Nursing 
FAMILY: 4 Children, 16 
Grandchildren 
LIVED IN VALLEY: 14 years 
PICKLEBALL:  5 ½ years 
 

Administrators 
 
Membership & Communications: 
George Gerson 

 
George has been instrumental in 
building and maintaining the club 

 

Member Spotlight 



and does an outstanding job of 
managing communications to the 
membership.  He has also done a 
great job running beginner clinics, 
introducing the game to 100’s of 
players and plays a vital role in local 
tournaments as the head official.  
BORN:  Havana, Cuba; Immigrated to 
the US in 1961 
HIGH SCHOOL:  Christopher 
Columbus HS - Bronx, NY 
COLLEGE:  Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute - Troy, NY - BS 
Management Engineering - 1968, 
MS Chemical Engineering 1969; 
Northwestern University - Evanston, 
IL - MBA - 1976; College of Financial 
Planning - Certified Financial Planner 
- 1987 
CAREER:  1969-1986 - Oil Refinery 
Process Engineer/Manager 
Economics & Planning; 1987-present 
- Investment Adviser/Money 
Manager 
FAMILY:  Wife: Gayle; Children: Eli 
Gerson and Liza Hines; 
Grandchildren: Kyla Gerson and Evie 
Hines 
PICKLEBALL:  since 2009 

^^^^^^^ 
 
Webmaster:  Tracy Dvorak-Marshall 

 
Tracy does a great job of building 
and maintaining our on-line 
presence.  She also heads our 
“Lobster” committee overseeing the 
ball machine operations. 
BORN:  Kansas 
HIGH SCHOOL: Munich International 
High School, Munich, Germany 
COLLEGE:  UC Santa Barbara, Cal 
Poly-Pomona 
CAREER: Quit-tired from journalism 
FAMILY: 2 children, 2 stepchildren, 
no grands 
LIVED IN VALLEY: Almost 20 
PICKLEBALL:  3 years 

^^^^^^^ 
 

Social Chairperson:  Anna Goetz 

 
Anna and assistant social chair, Mary 
Kusak, have done an awesome job of 
planning and coordinating all the fun 
social events that keep us actively 
engaged on and off the courts. 
BORN:  Delta Co 
HIGH SCHOOL:  Cedaredge HS CO 
COLLEGE:  CMU AND UNC 
CAREER: educator (teacher, 
principal) 
FAMILY:  Son, Michael, living in 
Florida; daughter, Katherine, living 
with her husband Ed and our two 
grandchildren, Lily and Landon, in 
Denver 
LIVED IN VALLEY:  39 years (her 
age?) 
PICKLEBALL:  2 years 
 
Assistant to Social Chair: Mary 
Kusak 

 
^^^^^^^ 

 
Outreach Director:  Brian Hart 

 
Brian keeps us engaged with all the 
community activities that provide 
opportunities to show-case our 
sport in keeping with our mission to 
expand pickleball in the area. 
BORN:  NYC 
HIGH SCHOOL: Cazenovia, Vestal NY 

COLLEGE:  St. Lawrence University 
NY, Binghamton University NY 
RETIRED: IBM, Hart Consulting 
FAMILY: Son-Chris, Grandson 
Patrick, Granddaughter Kasey 
Son-Kevin, Grandson Ben 
LIVED IN VALLEY: 6 years 
PICKLEBALL:  4+ years 
 

Members at Large 
 
Pineridge Liaison:  Bill McEnteer 

 
Bill does a fabulous job managing 
communications between the club 
and all the players at the popular 
Pineridge facility.   
BORN:  DuBois, Pennsylvania 
HIGH SCHOOL:  Woodside HS, 
California  
COLLEGE:  UCLA, BA Psychology 
RETIRED:  LA County Probation 
Officer, Restaurant manager, FEDEX 
Sales Executive, Paid and volunteer 
firefighter 
FAMILY:  Single 
LIVED IN VALLEY:  3 1/2 years 
PICKLEBALL:  2 ½ years 

^^^^^^^ 
 
Lincoln Park Liaison:  Joe Egloff 

 
Joe is the newest member of the 
board and manages all things related 
to the LP courts including processing 
to local charities most items left in 
the lost and found boxes at the end 
of each month.  
BORN:  Denver, Colorado.   1 of 8 
children 
HIGH SCHOOL: Regis High School in 
Denver 



MILITARY:  US Navy - Honorable 
Discharge 
COLLEGE:   Colorado State 
University, BS in Mechanical 
Engineering.  
RETIRED: 1978 - 2017; Power Plant 
Engineering, Construction and 
Operation. 
Last Position:  Senior Manager of 
Production Assets for Tri-State 
Generation and Transmission Co. 
FAMILY:  Wife-Eileen; Children- Chris 
and David and six grandchildren 
ranging in age from 3 to 15 
LIVED IN VALLEY: 5 years 
PICKLEBALL:  9 years 

^^^^^^^ 
 
Palisade Liaison:  Wanda Robinson 

 
Wanda and her husband, Pete, have 
done an incredible job of building 
the game in Palisades.  Thanks to 
their efforts new courts will soon be 
under construction in town, and 
soon after filled with happy players 
wearing their new Palisades PB T-
shirts. 
BORN:  Miami, Florida 
HIGH SCHOOL: Coral Park High 
School, Miami 
COLLEGE:  Certificate in Special 
Education, AA in Early Childhood 
Education, BA in Liberal Arts & 
Elementary Education, BA in Early 
Childhood Education. 
RETIRED: Telephone Company - 16 
yrs, School District - 28 years - 
teacher 
FAMILY:  Husband: Pete; Children: 
Dannette, Brenda, Miranda, 
Grandchildren: Autumn, Shayla, T.J. 
& Tyler 
LIVED IN VALLEY: 50 years 
PICKLEBALL:  5 years 

^^^^^^^ 
 
 
 

Fruita Liaison:  Mike Fortner 

 
Mike has worked closely with the 
city of Fruita Parks and Rec dept. 
and the local community center to 
keep pickleball in the forefront of 
city planners.  Pickleball in Fruita is 
vibrant and growing thanks to Mike. 
BORN:  Port Angeles, WA 
HIGH SCHOOL:  Rio Americano 
Sacramento, California 
CAREER:  Water Purification and 
GeoTechnical Engineering driller 
FAMILY:  Wife Trina, Daughter 
Nicole, Son Jason, Grandsons Ethan 
and Ryan 
LIVED IN VALLEY:  15 years 
PICKLEBALL:  4 years 
 
 
 
If you need pickleballs, contact 
George:  g20520@aol.com  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have a Dream! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
To learn more about each of our business sponsors, please go to 

http://westernslopepickleballclub.com/sponsors/ 
 

  
You'll also find information on  how you can become a WSPC sponsor. 

 

             
  

 

Please support our generous WSPC 
business sponsors below 

 
 
 

To learn more about each of our business sponsors, please go to 
http://westernslopepickleballclub.com/sponsors/ 

 
You'll also find information on becoming a WSPC sponsor 


