
The Western Slope Pickleball Club Tournament, to be held on Saturday, April 6, will have a new 
format developed by Tao, the Club’s tournament director.  The format is as follows: 

 
• There will be four brackets: 5.5, 6.5, 7.5, and 8.5. 
• The bracket number represents the combined skill level of the two team members, with an 

adjustment. 
• Teams may be composed of a man and a woman, two women, or two men. 
• A team composed of two women will have a combined skill level equal to the sum of the skill 

levels of the two members LESS ½ point. 
• A team composed of a two men will have a combined skill level equal to the sum of the skill 

levels of the two members PLUS ½ point. 
• A team composed of a man and a woman will have a combined skill level equal to the sum of 

the skill levels of the two members (there is no adjustment). 
 

Examples: 
 

• A 3.5 woman and a 3.5 woman will have a team skill level = 3.5+3.5-0.5=6.5 
• A 3.5 man and a 4.0 man will have a combined skill level = 3.5+4.0+0.5=8.0  
• A 3.5 man and a 3.0 woman will have a team skill level = 3.5+3.0+0= 6.5 

 
A team with a skill level that does not end in 0.5 would have to play up to the next skill level.  So, in 

the second example above, the two man team with a skill level of 8.0 would have to play in the 8.5 
bracket. 

 
What are the benefits of this format? 
 

• More choices for finding a partner regardless of skill and gender 
• Players with different skill levels can play together and interact, hopefully breaking the 

higher/lower skill "barrier"    
• Increase everyone's chances at getting a medal by providing more bracket choices 

 
Here are possible combinations at each combined skill level: 
 
• 5.5 bracket: 2.5w/3.5w, 3.0w/3.0w, 2.5w/3.0m, 2.5m/2.5m 

 
• 6.5 bracket: 2.5w/4.5w, 2.5w/4.0m, 2.5m/3.5m, 2.5m/4.0w,  3.0w/4.0w, 3.0w/3.5m, 

3.0m/3.0m, 3.0m/3.5w, 3.5w/3.5w 
 

• 7.5 bracket: 2.5w/5.0m, 2.5m/5.0w, 2.5m/4.5m, 3.0w/5.0w, 3.0w/4.5m, 3.0m/4.0m, 
3.0m/4.5w, 3.5w/4.5w, 3.5w/4.0m, 3.5m/3.5m, 3.5m/4.0w, 4.0w/4.0w  

 
• 8.5 bracket: 3.0m/5.0m, 3.5w/5.0m, 3.5m/4.5m, 3.5m/5.0w,  4.0w/5.0w, 4.0w/4.5m, 

4.0m/4.0m, 4.0m/4.5w, 4.5w/4.5w 
 
As indicated above, a team with a combined skill level that does not end in 0.5 would have to play up 

to the next skill level. 
 


