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Happy Holidays
to over 318 Western Slope
Pickleball Club Members. We wish
you all a Happy, and Healthy 2019.

Parade of Lights 2018
For the second year, the WSPC
participated in the Parade of LIghts
in Grand Junction and Fruita.

5th Annual Christmas Party

Friederike Kleinsorge, Curt Hansen,
Cush Hoffman

sponsored by the Grand Junction
Parks and Recreation Dept.,
organized by Lori Gregor.

George Gersen and Lori Gregor

Jeff Smith organized the decorating
committee and parade logistics this
year and did a terrific job. He also
drove the vehicle that pulled the
float

Mary Spurr

Mike Hill

Free pickleball play was provided at
the Barn. In addition to enjoying
festive music, participants brought
delicious foods to share. It's always
a fun time!

Ed and Aiaga Roffey again donated
their garage space to put the float
together. Aiaga graciously cooked
and served dinner to all of the
helpers on all the nights they were
decorating the float!.
Other participants in the GJ parade
included the following members:

Beth Klein
Tracy Dvorak,
Brian Hart

Nancy Eaton
Barry Peterson

Suzanne Jacox
Jim Craig

Mike Fortner
Jim Craig

The crowds enjoyed the Grinch in
Junctionville theme. The parades are
huge exposure for the club.

WSPC Holiday Party

A special lifetime membership was
presented to Ken Hobbs, one of the
pioneers of pickleball in Grand
Junction.

.
Other members who helped
decorate the float but did not
participate in the parade were Joe
and Eileen Egloff and Mike Hansen.

Fruita Parade of Lights

Ken Hobbs & Linda Griffith

This year, the WSPC sponsored a
special Christmas party for members
and their guests. It was held at
Stoker Stadium in the Hospitality
Suite.

The Fruita Parade of Lights theme
was A Country Christmas. The club
quickly changed the float and outfits
to reflect the theme. Many of the
same members participated in both:
Jeff Smith, Brian Hart, Barry
Peterson, Mike Fortner, Friederike,
and Curt Hansen. Additional club
participants were Walter Cummings,
Jan Rogers, Curtrice Hansen and Jan
Kerr.

The board members provided a
lively hilarious skit for entertainment, along with festive music. You
can see a video of the skit on the
WSPC Facebook page. There was
also an optional white elephant gift
exchange and raffle drawings.
Aiaga Roffey barbecued the entree
dish: Tri Tip, which was delicious.
The members brought all kinds of
side dishes to share. Cold Stone
Creamery (Matt and Sylvia) provided
scrumptious ice cream cakes.
The party was attended by over 100
members.

Barry Petersen
Jan Kerr

Walter Cummings

Western Slope Pickleball
Tournaments in 2019

Dates and locations for tournaments
on the Western Slope are listed
below:
Apri 6, Members Only Tournament
in Grand Junction (This will
be a new format.
George will send more
details in January)
Apr 6-7, Gunnison
May 11-12, Western Slope Regional
in Grand Junction
Aug 24-25, Colorado Senior Games,
Grand Junction
Jun 1-2, Montrose
Aug 2-4 Durango
Aug 11, 14-18 , Vail
Sep 14-15, Steamboats Springs
Sep 21-22, Carbondale
As we become aware of additional
tournaments and dates, they will be
posted on our on our website at

Curtrice Hansen
Jan Rogers
Curt Hansen,
Friederike Kleinsorge

https://westernslopepickle
ballclub.com
Additional photos and video can be
viewed on the club's Facebook page.

Member Spotlight
I retired about 5 years ago from 2
careers: I was with Valley Federal
Savings and Loan for 22 years. And
In my second career, I was a Real
Estate Broker for 20 years.

Ted Albright
I've been playing pickleball for about
4 years. I first saw it in Gilbert,
Arizona in a senior community. I
tried it and loved it immediately. I
signed up for a beginner clinic that
day and then ended up playing for 4
hours! After that I played for a
couple of years leisurely in Gilbert,
then with friends at the Trilogy at
Powers Ranch. on a travel team
which played against other
communities in Arizona.

I volunteer with Parks and Wildlife
on a transport team for (small) wild
animals who are injured. We
transport the animal to a vet and
then to a clinic that can rehab the
injured animals.
My wife's name is Sharon. She is
also retired from Enstrom's Candies
as the Retail Manager. I have 2
daughters who both live here, 6
grandkids and 4 great grand kids.

I'm originally from Grand Junction,
but now we spend our time living in
Grand Junction and part of the year
in Gilbert Arizona.
Mariann Taigman
The best things I like about pickleball
are that it is a good workout and all
the camaraderie. You don't even
realize you are having to exercise--it
just happens while you are having so
much fun.
I played fast pitch softball for 20
years, then later slow pitch. I have
since introduced many of those
friends to pickleball, along with
some of my bowling buddies. We all
now enjoy pickleball instead. I'm
also an avid golfer and play 2-3
times a week. And I enjoy hunting
and fishing.

I started playing pickleball about 4
years ago. I used to play racquetball
a lot. I had a gym membership, lifted
weights and exercised there. I
started having lots of injuries with
racquetball. 2 of my racquetball
competitors were Randy and Jim,
who also played pickleball. They
suggested I try it. I said What?
What the heck is pickleball? At the
time I thought that was such a
strange name for a sport.
So I went to Lincoln Park and
watched people playing. Someone

had an extra paddle. So I tried it and
haven't been able to put the paddle
down since! (It's hard to eat with a
paddle in your hand.) :)
I currently work for the School
District as an Occupational
Therapist. I go to 6 different schools.
I assist kids with disabilities in
accessing their school education. I
help them learn to write, and to
adapt to their seats and desks
ergonomically and help them learn
to adapt with their senses.
The best things about pickleball are
the laughter and friendships. It's
also very good exercise. It is a good
mindful focusing activity.
Pickleball has changed my life in that
I now want to write a book about
incorporating mindfulness and
pickleball. Because of pickleball, I
have more fun exercising. I have
given up my gym memberships
because it now seems so boring to
just do repetitive exercise or lift
weights. Pickleball makes me more
compassionate. There is much more
socializing.
I'm originally from Grand Junction,
although I have lived in other places
too. I married my best friend, Ken.
We've been married for 32 years.
He is now retired. We met when I
was doing my internship at Hilltop.
He was a Registered Nurse there.
My other passion is teaching
mindfulness and self-compassion in
the schools (to staff and students).
Usually people don't treat themselves as well as they treat others.

"We don't stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because we stop playing." (George Bernard Shaw)

For more information about the Western Slope Pickleball Club, please visit our website at

westernslopepickleballclub.com
or on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/Pickleballers/

Please support our generous WSPC
business sponsors below.
To learn more about each of our business sponsors, please go to
http://westernslopepickleballclub.com/sponsors/
You'll also find information on how you can become a WSPC sponsor.

