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"300"

SAVE THESE DATES

and counting...

October 20: Halloween Pary at Jana
and Don Donahue's home in Fruita.
WSPC will provide entree. Bring a
dish to share. Dress for Halloween.
We will have a costume contest and
Ghouls and Goblins can play
pickleball. We may even dance to
the Monster Mash. More details in
next week's email. Don't miss it!

Recently George Gerson, our
Membership Director, sent club
members an email with the exciting
news that our membership has now
grown to 300! Wow! So happy to
see that so many are enjoying the
fun and benefits of being club
members. Our members' support is
especially appreciated. Also, a
special thanks to the Board, past and
present, for their hard work. Thanks
to Tao for his special discounts
available to members only for
lessons and boot camps.
Be sure to check the website for
photos from socials, tournaments,
outreach events and just to see fun
things we are doing together. There
are even more pictures and videos
on the club's Facebook page. Check
it out!
You are also invited to send pictures
of pickleball events and social
gatherings to George Gerson,
g20520@aol.com. Please include a
description with the pictures/videos
you send.

Important Dates
Saturday, October 6: WSPC Fall
Singles Tournament is the date for
the club's annual Singles
Tournament at the Lincoln Park
Courts. Start time is 9:00 a.m.
Divisions: Men's 3.5 and under
Women's 3.5 and under
Women's 4.0+
Open 4.0+
Registration closes at 6 p.m. Sept 28.
$5 fee will be collected to cover
court rental.

Christmas Party
December 14, Christmas Party at
Stoker Stadium Hospitality Suite.
There will be a catered meal with a
cash bar, an optional gift exchange
and "12 days of Christmas" skit. Lots
of fun. Please plan to come! More
details will be coming soon.

Volunteers are needed to help run
the tournament. Please contact Jane
McKnight at
janemcknight9@gmail.com

Saturday, October.20, the Urban
Trail Committee is doing a
Community Street event from 10:00
until 3:00 p.m. We hope to have a
demonstration of pickleball, and
invite the public to try it out too. For
more details, or to volunteer to help,
please contact Chris Kopanos at 970241-2237. We hope to have 4
players each from Pine Ridge and
from Lincoln Park.

Tips From Tao

3) Do the same drill but
instead of shifting your body, use
complete side steps.

Round Robins
at Pine Ridge

Do these drills for 5 to 10 minutes
after your mandatory dinking warm
up. These drills should help your
game a great deal. If you need more
information on how to do this, find
me on the court. I'm always glad to
help.

"Creating space to hit a
better volley"
The hardest shot to deal with is
when the ball is coming right at you.
Most of the time, the mid to lower
level players look like they are
"glued" to one spot and "refuse" to
move. Thus, they end up missing an
easy volley as a result. It happens
way too often, even on a slow
floater. Most players just don't
make that tiny effort to move
around but instead, wait until the
ball comes right at them!!!
Pickleball is a sport, and like any
other sports, you can't be idle. You
have to move your position. With a
few drills, you can try to get out of
that bad habit of staying in one spot
and refusing to move. To change
that habit:
1) Stay on your toes at all
times. It is then much easier if you
need to shift to your right or left.
2) Have someone feed a
slow ball right at you. Try shifting
your body to the right, but leave the
paddle in the center and play a
backhand volley (forehand for a
lefty) with right foot support. Then
do the opposite. Shift to your left,
leave the paddle in the center and
play a forehand volley (backhand for
a lefty) with the left foot support.

Ask the Ref
SITUATION: After the referee calls
the score, the serving team realizes
they are in the incorrect position.
The correct server quickly switches
sides and serves the ball before the
corresponding receiver has time to
get into position and the referee has
time to intercede.
RESOLUTION: If either player
attempts to return the serve, play
continues. The referee should call a
receiver fault if the incorrect
receiver returns the ball. (Rules
4.E.3. and 4.N.1.)
If the corresponding receiver is not
ready to receive and makes no
attempt to return the serve, the
referee should immediately state, “I
will re-call the score,” and allow the
corresponding receiver time to get
into position before re-calling the
score and beginning the 10-second
count. (Rules 4.D., 4.E. and 4.E.3.a.)
Note: Unfortunately, this rule has
been developed because players
were intentionally waiting until the
last second, to switch the court they
were serving from, in an attempt to
catch the receivers in a situation
where they could not allow the ball
to bounce before returning the ball.
It is not good sportsmanship or well
played pickleball. If it happens in
unofficiated play, the receivers
should be allowed to reposition and
the ball should be reserved.

Round Robin Tools

The Round Robins are organized so
that everyone gets to play. Everyone
receives a number when they arrive.
24 people play each time. They have
a device similar to what is used in
bingo to mix up the numbers
(numbered balls). Those who aren't
playing are put on a "palette board"
for the next time, so that everyone
gets a chance to play with and
against lots of different people and
you don't wait a long time in
between playing. When you are not
playing though, it's so enjoyable to
sit in the shade, visiting with lots of
new friends. Here is a picture
showing what we use for the round
robins: signup sheet, the "ball cage
set", numbered balls, palette board
with numbered balls of those not
currently playing, digital timer, bell
to ring at start and finish, and the
large dry erase board to show who is
currently playing. The round robins
are conducted only at Pine Ridge on
Tuesday and Thursday beginning at
8:30 a.m. and are mainly 2.5, 3.0 and
some 3.5 players. The other
mornings have drop in play.

Chart of Current Players

Member Spotlight
Bill McEnteer

I have been playing pickleball for a
little over a year. My neighbor
invited me to play pickleball. So I
came to Lincoln Park and saw it for
the first time. I tried it and really
liked it. That same day there was a
Beginners Clinic with George
Gerson. I signed up for it and
learned the rules and the basics of
playing the game.
The best thing I like about pickleball
is the competition and the social
aspects. You are getting a lot of
exercise, but you're also laughing
and having fun with friends at the
same time. I especially like the
Round Robins at Pine Ridge. There
are so many people and it is so much
fun. I'm helping out this week
running the Round Robins.
(Referred to in the previous page)
Last August, I was in Naples Florida
with a friend and trying to teach him
to play pickleball. The Minto US
Open was going on and we had the
opportunity to watch some of the
really good, top players in the world.
It was great and amazing to see the
shots they would take and the
strategies involved.
Other racquet/paddle sports I have
played are racquetball, handball and

tennis. I love all kinds of sports. I
also played rugby for 35 years and
played in tournaments all over the
world. But now, I mostly just play
pickleball. I've had both knees
replaced and it is a sport that is
easier on your joints. I also like to
ski and bicycle.
I was born in Pennsylvania. I went
to college at UCLA. After college I
was a LA County Probation Officer
then later was the Assistant
Manager at the Charthouse
Restaurant. Later I happily moved to
Aspen Colorado, where I worked for
the Flying Tigers, which was bought
out by Fed Ex and did lots of skiing. I
also worked a number of years at
the T Lazy 7 Ranch near Aspen. I
was also a Volunteer Fireman for 35
years. 2 years ago, I was persuaded
by friends to relocate here and I
really like it.
I'm single. Life is fun! And Pickleball
just adds to that!
Since last May, Bill has become a
member of the Western Slope
Pickleball Club board, specializing in
issues regarding Pine Ridge. For
those who aren't aware of the fun
Round Robins at Pine Ridge, and are
a player in the 2.5 - 3.5 levels. Give
it a try!

Suzanne Jacox

I've been playing pickleball for about
2 1/2 years. I had played a little
tennis when I was in high school
That is my only other
racquet/paddle sport exposure. I
first became aware of pickleball
when I was with a friend at Lincoln
Park. I thought it looked like a lot of
fun. Then I read in the paper about
a clinic being given by George
Gerson. So I signed up for an
intermediate clinic. That is a great
way to get started in pickleball and I
recommend it. You learn the basics
of pickleball and about scoring and
etiquette on the court. The
intermediate class also included a lot
of strategies to use when playing.
I play mostly at Pine Ridge. The
things I like most about pickleball
are the social aspects. I am more
into playing for recreation and
exercise, rather than competing in
tournaments. It is so easy to make
new friends with pickleball and it is a
wonderful experience. Pickleball is
now a big fun part of my life.
I grew up in Grand Junction and
went to Mesa College where I
studied nursing. I also attended the
University of Nevada in Reno, where
I graduated. I was a nurse for 52
years. I worked in Labor & Delivery

for unwed mothers for 8 years, then
25 years in Long Term Care and 15
years with the Developmentally
Disabled. I returned to Grand
Junction after spending 18 years in
Glendora, which is north of Los
Angeles, in the mountains. I was "a
city girl in the mountains." I did lots
of hiking there.

Chris McGlade

My son and his wife live in
California. He is married and is the
Director of Development for an
Unscripted Production Television
Company in L.A.
My other "family" here is my best
friend whom I have known since first
grade. Through the years we had
always kept in touch. 5 years ago, I
decided to move back to Grand
Junction and we have renewed our
active friendship. I bought a house
here and went back to work as a
nurse for awhile. I retired from
Strive 2 months ago. I started
playing pickleball and now play
about twice a week.
Besides pickleball I'm active with the
Audobon Society. I like to hike with
them and go bird watching. And I
like to hunt for rocks. I especially
enjoy the Escalante and Dominguez
Canyon area. It is a great place to
go. There is lots of wildlife, beautiful
scenery, interesting rocks and
canyons.
My advice to other new players is to
keep practicing and you'll get better.
You can always find a group to play
with at all levels no matter where
you go. They are usually friendly
and welcoming and you'll have a lot
of fun!

I began playing pickleball about 3
years ago. I played it in high school
(Monument High School) years ago
and enjoyed it then, so knew I would
like it. I have played lots of other
racquet sports: ping pong,
racquetball, badminton, and some
tennis. I learned that Grand
Junction had adult pickleball through
the paper. So I showed up and met
George--who was tough on me at
the beginning. He suggested that I
play at Pine Ridge with other new
players. Someone had pity on me
though, and invited me to play with
them. After we played a few games,
they suggested I stay and play there
at Lincoln Park. In my first game, I
tried to use lots of spin with my
shots and got beat 11-0. The second
game was 10-0. So I thought about
my play and decided to forget the
spin and just hit it flat. That small
change results in a win instead of a
loss. I see lots of players make that
same mistake. They try to hit the
ball with spin--a very low percentage
shot. It's a good shot when it works,
but most spin shots go in the net, so
it doesn't work out well in the
overall game.
I used to play a lot of ping pong and
was one of the best in this area until
Tao came. Tao is really incredible at
ping pong--I'm not even close to his
ability. Now, I might be 2nd in the
area--but way behind Tao. When I
played a lot, my ranking was 1742,

which is average for tournament
players, but high for this region.
What I like most about pickleball is
that you just show up. There is
always people to play, in a variety of
levels. You don't have to set it up
beforehand. It's inexpensive, great
exercise and a lot of fun. I play
mostly for the exercise. I'm a
competitive player but will play with
all levels. I just change the shots I
use depending on the competition.
The drop in aspects work well for
me, since I'm very busy with family,
my career, my church and school. I
used to play golf every day, but after
getting married and having a family,
I couldn't allocate that much time to
golf. Pickleball works out great and
there are always so many friendly
people.
I work for Edward Jones Financial
Advisors on 24 1/2 Road. I enjoy
helping people with financial
transitions in their life (new jobs,
divorce, relocation etc.), retirement
planning and overall investments.
I've been in this business for 7 years.
I grew up in Grand Junction and
went to Mesa State.
My wife is named Caroline. She is a
very busy stay-at-home Mom,
keeping everything organized and
running smoothly. We have 4 kids-2 girls, ages 9 and 6, and 2 boys,
ages 3 and 1. I help a lot with school
activities, such as the Parent Teacher
Association, school projects and
fundraising. I'm also highly involved
with Young Life--High School
Ministry for un-churched youth. I
have been working with Young Life
for 20 years. The Young Life Banquet
is October 8 at Mesa State College.
It is a fundraiser entitled "The
Tonight Show" which has lots of very
fun skits and a live auction. Come
join us for a very enjoyable hilarious
evening!

Lee Lindauer

I was introduced to pickleball by Bill
Schapley almost 4 years ago. We
used to play golf together and he
talked me in to trying pickleball. We
played at Lincoln Park and I liked it
right away. Prior to this, I had played
racquetball at the old Grand
Junction Athletic Club. I no longer
play racquetball, since I've totally
switched to pickleball.
The best part of pickleball is the
exercise! I enjoy all of the exercise
and strategy in pickleball. I also
enjoy the great people. Most are
very friendly and I have a great time
with all of these people. I've had to
change my everyday habits to
accommodate this sport. Most
people play pickleball in the
morning, which used to be the time I
devoted to writing. However, now I
play pickleball in the mornings, then
enjoy going out to lunch afterwards,
when I catch up on reading the
news. Afterwards, I do a few errands
then try to work on whatever writing
project I am involved with. (More on
this later in the article)
I'm originally from Grand Junction. I
moved to the Front Range to attend
CU-Boulder where I obtained an
Architectural Engineering degree. I
also attended CSU for a Masters in
Structural Engineering. I worked at a
Structural Engineering firm in
Denver until 1978 when we
relocated back to Grand Junction
with a local structural engineering
firm. I eventually had my own
business, Lindauer-Dunn Inc. We
worked on a number of buildings

here—St. Mary's hospital tower, the
stadium addition, police station,
courthouse, many of the ski resort
areas etc. When I retired, I sold my
part of the business to my partner.
My wife's name is Teri. She is a
retired teacher. She is very good at
editing and assists me in editing the
books I write. Right now she is
returning from Ohio to take home
our 2 grandkids. We have a boy and
a girl, who are 9 and 11. She flew out
to pick them up, brought them for a
great visit here in Grand Junction,
and is now taking them back home.
Our daughter lives in Ohio. Her
husband is involved with the family
business which is located there.
In 2000, I was still working, but was
very interested in writing a book. It
is not easy to get started. I began by
writing short stories. Then I took
classes at Mesa State and workshops
around the country. I meant many
other authors who were either
giving the workshops or attending
them, such as Bob Mayer of Hilton
Head, Steve Berry, at Thrillfest, and
Anthony Franz. It has been a
pleasure to meet and get to know a
number of published authors. I also
went to the Book Doctors in New
York who helped me learn the craft.
It is a long process and a very tough
business. I have had a book
purchased by a publisher, who then
goes out of business before
publication, so it can be discouraging
in that way. Other contacts may
retire or go into another field. When
I have finished writing a book, then
the work has actually just begun. I
continually go over it, rewriting it
again and again and again. My wife,
former teacher, has been very
helpful in this and is very good at
marking up that manuscript. :) But
the end gives me a great deal of
satisfaction.
My first published book, Irrational
Fears, is a thriller with some of it
occurring in Zion National Park.
Because of my interest in math, I

have enjoyed using several
mathematical references in it. I am
told that even those who are not
interested in math, enjoyed the
unusual reference interwoven into
the story. Irrational Fears can be
purchased on Amazon, Barnes and
Noble or other bookstores. Actually
Barnes and Noble sold all of the
copies they had and have ordered
more which should be available very
soon.
(Newsletter editor's note: Following
is a quote from Amazon describing
the book. Also, I've read this book
and very highly recommend it!)
“Excellent debut novel by Lee
Lindauer. Lee creates a strong
female heroine caught in a web of
international intrigue concerning the
control of the world's natural water
supply. Plenty of twists and turns to
keep the reader guessing and
turning the pages. Lee's knowledge
of mechanical engineering and
mathematics makes his work truly
believable and credible. I hope this is
just the first in a long line of novels
with Mallory and her host of
accomplices solving mysteries.”
You can find many other positive
interesting reviews regarding Lee's
book on Amazon.com.
Lee usually plays at Lincoln Park in
the mornings.

Mike Hill

The first time I saw pickleball was
about 5 years ago when I lived in
Battlement Mesa. I saw a number of
old guys playing indoors in the
Recreation Center and thought it
looked like a lot of fun. But I never
got around to it until I moved to
Grand Junction.
When I moved here, I saw George
Gerson and another man playing
pickleball. I asked if I could try it and
they invited me to join them. So I
borrowed a wooden paddle from
the Grand Junction Parks and Rec.
office (they still offer those paddles
for free checkout to try out
pickleball). Then I just kept playing,
picking up tips as my game
improved. I also took George
Gerson's pickleball clinic to learn the
basics and the rules. I highly
recommend it to new players to
learn about the game and feel more
comfortable on the court--thus
increasing your enjoyment right
away.
The best thing I like about pickleball
is the people. They are almost all
welcoming and friendly. I've played
indoors in the winter, but that is not
quite as nice. There are only 3 courts
available and an awful lot of
pickleball players. There is a charge
to play, and you mostly spend your
time waiting to get on a court,
where you only play a short time.
But outdoors is great and we have a
pretty long season.

I always work out and stretch before
I start. Too many people do not and
that can lead to injuries. I do lots of
drills for balance and coordination
and run the stadium stairs 4 times a
week. I also do lots of hiking and
bike riding--both mountain bikes and
road bikes.
I've always been a very competitive
athlete. When I was 10 years old, I
wanted to be in Decathlons.
(Athletic event over 2 days, wherein
each athlete competes in 10 track
events.) In high school, Edgewood
High School in West Covina CA), I
was in 2 decathlons. Then I went to
Mt SAC (Mt San Antonio College,
Walnut CA), a 2 year college whose
track was so good-they competed
very successfully with 4 year
colleges. I played football and track
there. I later transferred to
University of Colorado at Boulder,
which offered me the opportunity to
take part in the Olympian Training
Complex in Boulder.

I trained there and was strong in
the Olympic Tryouts for 1972 and
1976. However, injuries kept me
from competing at the Olympics in
both of those years.
In 1980, I competed in several dual
events in Russia. That year I was on
the Olympic Team, scheduled to
compete at the Olympics, but
unfortunately, that is the year the
US boycotted the Olympics that
were held in July 1980.
I also participated in 2 meets in
South America in April, 1980. Only 2
US decathlon participants were

invited. We competed in Santiago,
Chile and Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Our competitions were not just
about athletics. I enjoyed adding a
lot of fun and humor to the
competitions and enjoyed pranks
and camaraderie. I'm happy to
share some amusing stories of our
antics. In South America, we
attended a "Gaucho Show".
Afterwards, I went up on stage and
challenged the other athletes to a
singing competition. Although the
US (and a Canadian with our group)
put on a good show, the competition
was won by a group from East
Germany, with an incredible female
lead singer and the other athletes as
backup. We also had some very
interesting incidents while in Russia,
some amusing, some frightening. If
you see me on the courts, I'd enjoy
telling you about some of those.
I was a track & field coach in Africa
and South America. Not only did I
have to coach the athletes, I had to
teach them how to put on a track
and field event and to teach others
how to coach.
Because of my very competitive
background, I tend to take pickleball
more as fun and recreation. I do
enjoy winning, but I play to enjoy
the people, the sport and the
camaraderie.
See you on the courts!

Please support our generous WSPC
business sponsors below.

To learn more about each of our business sponsors, please go to
http://westernslopepickleballclub.com/sponsors/
You'll also find information on how you can become a WSPC sponsor.

