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WSPC Updates
The WSPC is happily celebrating
the start of the 3rd year. In our
2nd year, club membership
totaled 262, including 107 new
members and 155 renewals. A
total of 33 members were from
outside Mesa County. In addition
to other perks of membership,
we would especially like to thank
Tao Thongvanh for offering
special discounted rates for club
members for his incredible boot
camps, and for individual and/or
dual training lessons. Please see
our website for more information
regarding this training at
https://westernslopepickleballclu
b.com/taolessons/

WSPC Outreach Events
We thank the volunteers who signed
up to help with the Adopt A Street
Program on 24 Road. Many of these
volunteers have helped with this
project previously. We appreciate
your efforts and the helpful affect on
our community and positive
attention to our club.

Additional children's clinics will be
held on the Lincoln Park west courts
on the following dates:
Thursday, July 5
Tuesday, July 10
Thursday, July 17
During these times, the east courts
can get very busy. We look forward
to having more pickleball courts in
the future, although we do not have
a set date for when that occurs.

Sweet 16 Events

The WSPC is also actively involved
with P.L.A.C.E., the group working
on the community rec. center.
Volunteer opportunities will be
available in the near future for this
endeavor.
WSPC volunteers have been
working with GJ Parks and Rec and
school age children to provide
training and exposure to the fun
game of pickleball. You may have
seen them on Tuesday/Thursday
mornings on the LP west courts
having fun and learning these new
skills. Preparing the next
generation...

WSPC is sponsoring three Sweet 16
events on the West Courts of Lincoln
Park on the Saturdays listed below
from 9-12:00. The dates were spread
out so the events would occur
during the cooler morning hours:
July 7, 3.0 levels
July 14, 3.5 levels
July 21, 4.0+ levels.
During those times, the east courts
will be open for drop in play, as will
the courts at Pine Ridge.

Tips From Tao

you cannot make the bangers
engage in dinking.
My second advice is: Do not bail
the bangers out. Only 50% of the
hard hits land inside the court. Let
the other 50% go out.

Let's talk about Dinkers vs. Bangers.
This is a widely discussed issue in so
many pickleball communities. The
question is: Who would win this
battle between the dinkers and the
bangers? Well, it all depends on the
skills of both teams.
I assume that there are three main
reasons why a team keeps banging.

And finally: Don't continuously feed
them balls that allow them to bang.
Instead, slow it down or speed it up
by using their own pace against
them with well placed shots.
There you go. Now go out there and
practice your volleys and blocks,
over and over. Become a true
dinker. Then you'll be able to see
and enjoy the hopelessness of the
banging team in front of you.

Ask the Ref

1) Their opponents "let"
them bang and can't counter the
hard hit properly.

Question: Can a player cross the
plane of the net, outside the court,
to the opponent's side of the court?

2) They've been winning
while banging, so why stop?

The answer to the question above is
only "after the ball is hit." If you
missed the ball, and your
momentum carries you outside the
court, and across the imaginary
extension of the net, you have
committed a fault. Even if your
partner got the ball and sent it back
over the net--your team would have
committed a fault.

3) They are not comfortable
dinking.
This style of play (banging) works up
to a certain level, from 2.0 to 4.0.
But I would say in 4.5 and up, just
banging alone would NEVER win!
So the big question is, Why is it
successful to bang at the 3.5 level
and not at the 5.0 level? That's
because the more advanced players
possess other skills to go along with
their mastery of the dinks.
My first advice to the 2.0 to 4.0
"dinkers" is: Do not assume that
being very good at dinking, is
enough to stop the bangers--Far
from it! A "true" dinker has the
ability to protect his/her dinks with
good volleys and blocking skills.
Without those skills, you are not a
"complete" dinker. Without them,

Page 45 in the rulebook:
"11.L.3. The player is allowed to go

around the net post and cross the
imaginary extension line of the net
after the ball is hit, so long as the
player or any item he or she is/was
wearing or carrying does not touch
the opponent’s court. If the player
goes around the net post and
crosses the imaginary extension line
of the net but does not make
contact with the ball, a fault will be
declared."
This would also apply if you are
attempting an "Ernie". (Hitting the

ball outside the court over the net,
standing next to the net ). Don't
cross the imaginary extension of the
net until after you have hit the ball.
Page 44, "11.I. After striking the
ball, a player or anything the player
is/was wearing or carrying may cross
the plane of the net or the imaginary
extension line of the net beyond the
posts but may not touch any part of
the net system or the opponent’s
court."
An exception...
" 11.I.1. Exception. If the ball
bounces into a player’s non-volley
zone with enough backspin as to
cause it to return over the net, the
player may reach over or around the
net to hit the ball but may not touch
the net system or the opponent’s
court. "
The entire rules can be viewed on
the USAPA.org website. On the
menu bar, click on "Rules and
Referees, then scroll down to
USAPA/IFP Official Rules. Scroll
down the page to the official
rulebook.

Member's Forum
One of our members has
submitted an article that addresses
an issue that occurs everywhere
that pickleball is played, whether
in Arizona, Florida, Washington,
Hawaii, Mexico, Spain, Canada—
really everywhere! The WSPC
encourages all players to welcome
and invite other players onto the
court. However, it usually works
best if the various levels play
together, so that everyone has a
competitive and fun game.
However, when there are not
enough levels available for that to
happen, then all players are
encouraged to welcome other
players for a least a game or two
before that other “varied level
player” politely moves onto
another group. This policy does
not address those personality
issues that arise, wherein a player
can be so rude or obnoxious that
people choose not to play with
them because of their attitude, not
their ability. Following is a letter
from Michael King reflecting
another important point of view.

Thankfulness vs.
Entitlement
I just received the most recent
USAPA Pickleball magazine and
read the article Thankfulness vs,
Entitlement. I thought, "Wow,
that would be an awesome idea to
share with other pickleballers."
But not wanting to copy nor
plagiarize, I thought I could use
my experience with our Club
members and convey something
equally as poignant.
I began playing four years ago. I
remember Mike Cox, who at that
time was a 4.0 player, persistently
instructing me “third shot drop

shot”, “get to the net” and “stay in
the dink.” He was patient to me
and to this day, I am thankful to
him for his counsel. There have
been many others who have
graciously taken the time to allow
me to play with them when I
knew they were way ahead of me
in skills and level. I'm sure many
of you have similar stories.
During that period of time, I
would often see Mike playing
with other 4.0+ players. As a 2.5
player, I knew that they were out
of my league but one day, I would
be closer to their rating and have
the opportunity to play with or
against them. And this is where
the second part of this article
comes “home.”
We have all met that person who
thinks they are better than they
really are and forces their way
into games with higher level
players, sometimes innocently,
sometimes intentionally. I
believe (as I hope you do) that I
do not have a “right” to expect
these higher level players to play
with me, a lower level player. I
am not entitled to play with them
just because they have been
helpful to me in the past. Their
time on the courts is just as
valuable as our own. They want
to play with other higher level
players to keep their skills up too,
have a competitive match
requiring the use of strategy and
skill. They need to be challenged
in the very same way we do as
lower level players—thus to get
better. Having said this, I also
believe that when we do get the
opportunity to play with higher
level players, we should realize
what is happening and be
thankful.

But there is another aspect to this.
When you play against a higher
rated player, you have the
responsibility to include that
player in the match too, not only
to challenge yourself to improve
your skills, but also because it is a
waste of their time to just stand
there through the entire match and
never get a ball played to them,
unless it is the result of a pop-up
and thus a slam that is not
returnable.
Since many of us are competitive,
the USAPA article suggests a
different strategy. Example: In the
beginning of the game, Team One
chooses to hit to the weaker
player on Team 2. Then when
Team One gets ahead by 3-5
points, the majority of Team
One's shots should then go the
stronger player. Thus the game
would be more competitive, and
with 2 players from Team 1
“ganging up” on the stronger
player from Team 2, the stronger
player could be challenged also
and could demonstrate his/her
skills.
I am by no means saying that I am
a perfect example of any of this,
so please do not assume that is
my intent. All I am hoping for is
that we become more thankful for
the time we have on the courts
and to express that to those who
have helped us along the way.
Here is where I would like to
thank Tao Thongvanh and also
Chris Kopanos who were so
patient with me for so long. And
though there are many others I
could name, believe me when I
say “Thank you” to each of you.
Your time, counsel and wisdom is
so greatly appreciated.
Michael King

Member Spotlight
Tom Pearson

Tom and Heather Rowland
lived in Steamboat Springs for
several years.
Do you want to tell us a little about
your family?
I have 2 kids, a son and a daughter
and a granddaughter, who all live in
Steamboat Springs. So it is a very
easy drive from Grand Junction to
visit them.
What is/was your career?

How long have you been playing
pickleball?
I've been playing pickleball for about
6 months. I first saw it at Lincoln
Park and thought it looked like fun.
So I tried it and liked it right away. I
had never done any racquet or
paddle sports previously, so this has
all been new to me.
What do you like best about
pickleball?
I like the social aspects. I love the
game, but it is even more fun to joke
around while you play. I used to go
to the gym a couple of days a week
for exercise. But now, I come here
(Pine Ridge) instead. I play about 3
days a week. I especially enjoy the
round robins and all the people who
come.
Are you from Grand Junction?
I'm originally from Los Angeles. I got
tired of California after 35 years. I've
lived in other areas before Grand
Junction, including southeast Denver
and Aurora, but I got tired of the
traffic and so many people. I also

In Steamboat Springs I had my own
business and sold and serviced 2way radios. For example, the radios
used in the school systems, or in the
school buses, law enforcement, and
lots of other different business areas
were part of my business. I retired
several times, but then would get
interested in something else and
decide to start up again. I retired for
the final time in 2004.

How long have you been playing
pickleball?
Tom: I first played about 2 ½ years
ago in Silverthorne, but didn't really
start playing consistently till we
moved here.
Heather: We moved to Grand
Junction in August 2017. We started
playing pickleball consistently in
September about 3 times a week.

Is there anything else you'd like to
share?

Have you played any other
racquet/paddle sports prior to
pickleball?

I love living here in Grand Junction.
I'm foot loose and fancy free. I'm
glad I tried pickleball and think it's
the best thing I've ever done!

Tom: Prior to pickleball, we both
played a lot of tennis. I also played
squash, ping pong, platform tennis
and was a 4.5 tennis player.
Heather: I played a lot of tennis
before pickleball. The first time I
tried pickleball, I wasn't crazy about
it. It was too different from tennis—
the scoring was confusing, the ball
different, short paddle etc. In
addition to tennis, I had also played
platform tennis, which is a really fast
game, where you play off the sides
(cage) with a small hard fast ball. But
I kept trying and have grown to
really like pickleball.

Tom and Heather Rowland
(continued)
What do you like best about the
sport? And has it changed your life
or what you do?
Tom: The best thing is the people
and fun. Picleball is easier on your
knees and more accommodating to
your joints. But it still requires all the
strategy and quickness like tennis.
There is a lot more volleying and
play in pickleball.
Heather: The best thing is meeting
new people and all the laughter! It is
just fun! It is enough of a workout
that you get good exercise too. It's
good to play the round robins too. It
gives you a chance to play with lots
of different people and levels as
there is a wide variety of players. If
you play better players, it makes you
better.
I haven't given anything up that I
used to do We were new to Grand
Junction when we started playing
pickleball. We have met so many
new friends and there are so many
things to do. We get together a lot
with our pickleball friends and do all
kinds of activities.
Are you originally from Grand
Junction and if not, what brought
you here?
Tom: We have lived all over the
country: California, Texas,
Connecticut, other parts of Colorado
and also New Zealand and other
countries. We like to try new places
and have tried new businesses in
various places.
Heather: We had a farm in New
Zealand and grew thousands and
thousands of tomatoes. We had a
dry cleaning business in Summit
County. We have enjoyed trying a lot
of different things.

Would you like to tell us a little
about your family?
We have 2 kids: a son, who is a
certified financial planner with
Merrill Lynch and a daughter who is
in the banking business. We have 3
grandchildren, who are 2, 3 and 6.
They live in the Denver area. So
when we decided to move from
Denver to a smaller area, we wanted
to live somewhere within 4 hours of
Denver. So we looked within a radius
of 4 hours from Denver and decided
that Grand Junction was the best.
We are enjoying it very much.

took me awhile to learn. I used to
hike a lot, but didn't play any team
sports. I wasn't super excited about
it at first, but then began to play
more and more and now really enjoy
it.
What do you like best about the
sport?
The people, camaraderie and fun are
the best parts about pickleball. I
have lots of new friends and it is so
much fun when we play.
How has pickleball changed your
life?

Stan Warner
I've had to get in better shape. At
first, I used to pull a muscle, or get
hurt and would really get tired, But I
worked at getting in better shape
and now it is no longer a problem,
even though I play at least 3 times a
week.
Do you want to tell us a little bit
about your family?

How long have you played
pickleball and what got you
started?
I've played about 1 ½ years. I had a
good friend from when I was in the
service (I was a radioman in the
Navy for 6 years), that I have kept in
touch with through the years. He
kept trying to get me to try
pickleball, but I told him I was too
busy—I told him “Maybe when I
retire...” So when I retired, he gave
me two pickleball paddles as a gift
and that got me started.
Have you played any other
racquet/paddle sports prior to
pickleball?
I hadn't tried any other racquet or
paddle sports prior to pickleball, so it

My wife, Sharon, works at Edward D.
Jones. She plans to try pickleball
when she retires. Our family has also
always included golden retrievers.
We have had 5 of them, of course,
not at the same time.
What was your career prior to
retiring?
I had my own business as a land
surveyor. We moved here in 1979
from Wisconsin and I started my
new business then. I used to hike
and walk a lot in order to do my job.
Is there anything else you would
like to add?
I enjoy pickleball so much, that I tell
lots of people about it all the time I
have gotten lots of other people
interested too and have talked them
into trying it out also. Most of them
have stuck with it.

Mark

What is/was your career?
I was in advertising. I used to sell
advertising for yellow pages and was
transferred here. I loved Grand
Junction right away. I have been
retired for 2 years.
Would you like to tell us a little
about your family?
My wife's name is JoAnn. We have a
son who lives in the Glenwood
Springs area.

How long have you been playing
pickleball and what got you
started?
I have been playing about 6 months.
I retired and was bored. The first
time I saw pickleball was when I was
traveling in Ecuador. There was a
pretty big group there and it looked
like the people were having a lot of
fun. So later I was back in Grand
Junction, heard of it being played
here and decided to give it a try.
Have you played any other
raquet/paddle sports prior to
pickleball?
I played racquetball quite a bit when
I was younger, so it was not too
different to try pickleball.

What do you like best about the
sport?

What do you like to do besides
pickleball?

I like the wonderful spirit of the
people who play. Most of us are
similar in age and have much in
common.

I also play pool and I like to ride
motorcycles. I have a Gold Wing that
I enjoy riding.

Are you originally from Grand
Junction and tell us about your
family.

I also do a radio show on KAFM (88.1
in Grand Junction or 96.9 in
Palisade). The show is called “Wait 5
Minutes” It is a variety of music—if
you do't like what you are listening
to, then wait 5 minutes—it will
change! It is on Tuesday mornings
and ends at 9:00. After the show I
come here (Pine Ridge) and play
pickleball at the round robin.

I am a native of Grand Junction and
have lived here all my life. I am
single and have numerous cousins
and relatives here.

Char Hacker

What do you like best about the
sport?
I like being in the outdoors, it's very
active and I like the people. I also
like the round robins. We have such
a good turnout. Last year, the most
people they ever got was 36. This
year, it is always at least 36. It's a lot
of fun and you get to play with a lot
of different people.

other and would get together to
walk for exercise. I also used to play
tennis, but was having lots of
trouble with my ankles and knees,
which I told Mariann on one of our
walks. She enthusiastically
suggested that I try pickleball. It
only took me one time and I was
hooked right away.

What is your career or are you
retired?
I was a teacher for 30 years and
retired from the school district in
2008. I taught music for many years,
kindergarten through 5th grade,
then taught in special education
kindergarten through 3rd grade. I
now teach part time at Holy Family
in reading interpretation.
What other activities do you like to
do?

Are you originally from Grand
Junction?

How long have you been playing
pickleball and what got you
started?

No, we lived on the Front Range in
Littleton. We moved here in 2000
due to my work.

This is my fourth year. I heard about
pickleball from a friend, Marianne
Taigman. We used to live near each

I have a cute little dog named
Twinkie, a cockapoo, who looks like
a little twinkie She is a therapy dog
who I take to visitations twice a
week to assist others. She also
competes in agility competition. So I
train her to go over obstacles and
weave and turn on command as the
course requires. She enjoys it
thoroughly and is an enthusiastic
and willing competitor.

Jana and “Don” Donahue

How long have you been playing
pickleball?
Don: I started in August 2017. My
wife, Jana, is an avid pickleball
player, and plays almost everyday. I
had seen people play previously
many times in Arizona, Gypsum and
here in Grand Junction. Since Jana is
so interested in pickleball, we built a
court at our house in Fruita, and she
invited couples over for dinner and
to play. So I decided to play also and
I liked it. So I kept playing when we
had company over and then
occasionally tried it at the GJ courts
too. In winter, we would go to
Scotsdale, so I played in Cholla
several times, and in Scottsdale and
just kept getting more interested in
it. Pickleball is really good for
improving hand/eye coordination.

Jana: I have been playing for 4
years. I first saw it being played in
Arizona. My friends there introduced
me to it. It looked like fun so I tried it
and loved it right away. I have been
playing every day ever since. You
could say I have a very strong
addiction to it!

Are you from Grand Junction?

Have you played other
racquet/paddle sports prior to
pickleball?

Do you want to tell us a little bit
about your family?

Don: No, in high school, I played
basketball, but hadn't tried any
other racquet sports. I enjoy Team
Roping in Rodeos and have been
involved in that quite a bit.
Jana: No, I never played any other
racquet or paddle sports. I played
volleyball and basketball in high
school and adult leagues. Besides
pickleball, I also like to golf and get
together with friends.
What do you like best about
pickleball?
Don: The people. It's always fun,
whether you win or lose.
Jana: The competition and great
friends.

Don and Jana: We are originally
from the northwest corner of
Kansas. We had a landscaping
business (Mountain Valley Ventures)
in Eagle, Colorado and expanded to
the Grand Junction area.

Don and Jana: We met in high
school and have been married for 35
years. We have a son, Kat, who is
taking over the landscaping business
in Eagle. Our daughter, Whitney, just
graduated from school as a
naturopathic doctor and will be
relocating to her new position in
that field soon.
Is there anything else you would
like to add?
Don: My objective is to get better in
pickleball. So I now play pretty often
with a variety of people and levels.
(Don and Janna hosted a pickleball
funraising auction and dinner at
their home in Fruita last August.
They plan to host a Halloween get
together this fall. Check the website
for more information as the date
approaches).

Please Save These Dates!
July 12, 2018 Concert, Dinner and
Social. at Civic Center Park in Fruita,
325 Aspen Avenue. Enjoy visiting,
eating and hopefully some dancing
to the classic rock from Peach Tree
Revival. Bring a dish to share, a lawn
chair and beverage of your choice.
No glass containers and only 3.2%
beer is allowed. Our entree, pulled
pork, is being provided by Mike
Fortner. WSPC will provide plates,
napkins, silverware and some nonalcoholic beverages Arrive around
6:30- for beverages, food and
socializing. The band starts at 7:30

p.m. Please RSVP to Brenda at 970589-0488 or bcfurn@msn.com by
July 9. We need a head count for
Pulled Pork.
August 24th 2018, Pre Sr. Game
Burger Potluck. Come play to warm
up for the senior games competition
on Saturday. There will be a burger
potluck Friday evening. More details
TBA.
September 22, 2018, Autumn
Equinox & Downtown Car Show.
View cars then eat downtown at one
of the restaurants Details TBA

October Gathering at Jana and Don
Donahue's home in Fruita. WSPC will
provide entree. Bring a dish to share.
Dress for Halloween. We will have a
costume contest and Ghouls and
Goblins can play pickleball. We may
even dance to the Monster Mash.
Exact date TBA
Christmas Party at Stoker Stadium
Hospitality Suite. Date and time to
follow. Catered meal, Cash bar, Gift
exchange and 12 days of Christmas
skit. Lots of fun

Please support our generous WSPC
business sponsors below.

To learn more about each of our business sponsors, please go to
http://westernslopepickleballclub.com/sponsors/
Click on their business card or spotlight to learn more about each one.
You'll also find information on how you can become a WSPC sponsor.

