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         WSPC Business Member  

          Mozaic Technology 

 
What is your company about and what do you 

do there? 

Mozaic Tech is a self-funded start-up based 

in beautiful downtown Grand Junction. Our 

office is at 300 Main St., Suite 201. 

We were founded on the belief that 

building, marketing and maintaining a 

beautiful and functional website that 

converts shouldn’t require coding 

experience and a computer degree from 

MIT. 

Our company has developed a 

subscription-based WordPress-based 

platform that makes creating and 

marketing websites simple and easy. Our 

platform includes the best WP themes, 

premium marketing/SEO plugins, 

WordFence security, tutorials and training, 

automated backups, personal support and 

much more.  

How long has your company been in business, 

and how long have you been involved? 

Mozaic is 2 years old. I have been with the 

company since day 1.  

What got you started with this and what do 

you find exciting about it? 

Mozaic needed help with digital marketing 

and content strategy, so I jumped at the 

chance to work in the tech field. Being a 

part of a start-up is risky but exciting at the 

same time because you get to be on the 

ground floor of building a company from 

scratch and charting your own success. 

What is your connection with pickleball and 

how can your business help or benefit players? 

I don’t play as often as I like. People may 

recognize me on the courts but also as one 

of the PB supervisors at Lincoln Park barn 

during the winter. I am also a member of 

the WSPC.  

As a local business sponsor, we are happy 

to host the new WSPC website. Check it  

 

 

out. For any club members in need of a 

website or a website upgrade whether for 

personal or professional reasons, we offer 

an elegant and cost-effective DIY solution. 

Let’s talk. 

What is the best way to contact you? 

tracy@mozaictech.com or       

970-462-7770. 

 

 

How long have you been playing pickleball and 

what got you started? 

I have played pickleball for a little over 2 

years now. I had a friend who talked about 

how fun pickleball was and I was intrigued. 

I signed up for the Parks & Rec class with 

George and Ken giving the orientation, and 

really enjoyed it. Immediately I was 

hooked and could not get enough playing 

in. The rest is history. 

What do you like best about the sport? 

I really enjoy the people and the 

community. I like that there is something 

for everyone, either leisure or competitive. 

The spirit of sportsmanship and availability 

to play is almost everywhere you go. 

Are you originally from GJ? If not, where are 

you from & how long have you been here? 

My husband and I moved to GJ in 2006 

from Hallettsville, Texas. It was a job-

related move and we love the area.  We are 

so happy to have the opportunity to live in 

such a wonderful area in this beautiful 

state! 

 

 

 

Do you want to tell us a little about your 

family? 

I have been married to my wonderful 

husband Glenn for 38 years. We have 4 

children and 12 grandchildren, 8 here in 

Colorado and 4 in south Texas. Their ages 

range from 15 to 1 year old. We are 

blessed! 

What is your career (or was, if you are retired)? 

My work was being a nurse. I was an honor 

graduate and worked for the Hallettsville 

hospital for 6 years, and then worked as a 

nurse with the school district for 10 years 

until moving to GJ. In GJ, I decided to work 

as a fitness instructor, trained in Les Mills 

Body Vive, Aqua Fitness and Silver 

Sneakers. I taught at Gold’s Gym for 5 

years. After discovering pickleball, my 

passion changed to the courts. 

Anything surprising/wonderful/unusual about 

you that you would like the pickleball 

community to know? 

I feel every day is a blessing and I try to 

take something positive from every 

experience (good or bad).  I may laugh and 

be a bit loud sometimes but I have a tender 

heart and would never dream of hurting 

anyone.  I am stubborn and an eternal 

optimist. I feel all things are possible and 

with hard work we can achieve anything.  I 

am excited how we formed the Western 

Slope Pickleball Club, and am looking 

forward to seeing it grow and prosper for 

all current and future pickleball players! It 

is truly a labor of love! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WSPC Board Member 

Brenda Furnace 
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WSPC Member Player Couple 

Sue & Dean Goebel 

 

How long have you been playing pickleball and 

what got you started? 

 

Dean's mom had played for years, and she 

would always say to me "Susie, you would 

love this game" so when the Parks and Rec 

offered a beginner's Pickle Ball clinic, I asked 

Dean if he'd join me (knowing he would say 

yes) and we found ourselves at Pineridge 

Courts on Saturday, June 21 2014--it's our PB 

Birthday!--it was a beautiful morning and it 

was love-at-first-dink. 

 We met a true ambassador of the sport and a 

one-of-a-kind man, George Gerson, who we 

credit for getting us to believe, in his words 

"you are players, you are players". He is still 

one of our favorite people to play 

with: "Excellent!" 

 

What do you like best about the sport? 

 

 We like that we both like to play, together--

what fun to find a way to share time with not 

only each other, but with so many others, for 

the sheer love of the game. 

 One afternoon, we lay around and simply 

counted all the new "first name friends" we 

had made and the number exceeded 100! 

Even though we'd only been playing for 3 

months at the time. 

 

Are you originally from GJ? If not, where are you 

from & how long have you been here?  

 

19 years -we chose Grand Junction as home--

we knew it was a place we could grow older in 

over time, and we would never be thinking 

about where we might spend winters when 

we retired--that's a common conversation 

where we lived in North Dakota. Plus? The 

growing season!  

Sunshine year round....means Pickleball year 

round! 

 

    

 

 

Do you want to tell us a little about your 

family?  

 

We are a family of four, with the two of us, 

and daughter and a son, along with 2 dogs 

and a cat. We are sort-of-a "tigger" family: 

whatever we are doing- It’s what we love to 

do best. 

 

What is your career (or was if you are retired)?  

 

I am a Prof of Nursing at CMU, a Nurse 

Practitioner at Integrative Medicine Center, 

and a SANE for Mesa County; Dean is a 

hydrogeologist at Westwater Engineering, 

and teaches part-time at CMU as well. 

 

 Anything surprising/wonderful/unusual about 

you that you would like the pickleball community 

to know?  

 

It's quite likely our PB friends have identified 

anything unusual about us...that being said, 

and because you afforded us this opportunity 

we would simply like to say we are so glad to 

know our friends in the PB Community---let's 

grow older together! And if you can't take the 

heat? Stay out of the kitchen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been playing pickleball and 

what got you started? 

 

I started playing PB in June of 2014 after 

hearing Linda Fulham and Jeannie 

Maraschin talk about the game on our ski 

trips to Powderhorn.  Due to an Achilles  

 

 

 

and calf injury (injured by tap dancing but 

made worse by PB) I haven't played much 

in the last 18 months.  I had successful 

surgery in September and am way ahead in 

my recovery, so I plan to start playing 

again in mid-December.  

 

 What do you like best about the sport? 

 

I really enjoy the dynamics of the game, 

the social and fun aspect of group play, and 

the ability to improve skills much more 

quickly than tennis. 

 

 Are you originally from GJ? If not, where are 

you from & how long have you been here? 

 

I was born in Brooklyn, NY and moved here 

from the Washington DC area in 2009. 

 

Do you want to tell us a little about your 

family? 

 
My husband Larry, who is also retired, and 

I live in Spyglass Ridge and enjoy the 

outdoor activities that the Grand Valley 

has to offer. 

 

What is your career (or was if you are retired)? 

 

I am retired from 2 careers, one in 

mortgage banking and one in information 

technology. 

 

 Anything surprising/wonderful/unusual about 

you that you would like the 

pickleball community to know?  

 

As many of the Pineridge players have 

experienced, I love to have big parties and 

do a lot of yummy and gourmet cooking for 

my guests.  I also work with Lorie Gregor 

during the tournaments at Lincoln Park, 

though next year I hope I can complete in 

some of them.  I also maintain the contact 

list for the Pineridge players. 

 

 

 

WSPC Female Member 

Jane McKnight 
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 How long have you been playing pickleball 

and what got you started? 

 I first heard about pickleball from my 

brother during a trip to California in the 

spring of 2014. He urged me to play the 

game. I didn't think anything of it and I 

wasn't sure if GJ would have pickleball at 

all.  

Seven months later, during the 

Thanksgiving holidays, I was just passing 

by Lincoln Park on my way to the driving 

range. I stopped by the courts and 

observed for a while, thinking this must be 

what my brother was referring to. A few 

minutes later, Aiga Roffey gave me a 

paddle and asked me to try it. With over 20 

years of both table tennis and tennis 

background, it was an easy game for me.  

I played on and off, but It wasn't until 

spring 2015 that I really got hooked and 

started to play almost every day. 

 

What do you like best about the sport? 

  

What I like about pickleball is that it's very 

easy to pick up, very fun and lots of rallies 

compare to tennis. The non-volley zone is 

what defines pickleball, it adds an 

interesting aspect to the game: more 

strategies with a balance of soft and hard 

game. Without that, it's nothing more than 

a mini tennis-like sport. 

 

Are you originally from GJ? If not, where are 

you from & how long have you been here? 

 It has been a long journey to get to GJ. In            

short, I was born in Laos, grew up and lived 

in Paris, France for 15+ years, lived in 

Southern California for 7 years, then finally 

came to GJ in 1998 until now. 

 

Do you want to tell us a little about your 

family? 

 

I am single, I have a 17 year old daughter, 3 

younger brothers, who are all tennis 

players. One brother is a 5.0 pickleball 

player as well, and he taught me how to 

play the game the right way.  

 

 

 
 

 

What is your career (or was if you are retired)? 

 

I’ve worked as a CNC 

machinist/programmer for 18 years now, 

and I'm taking a long sabbatical break from 

work to hone my pickleball skills...just 

kidding. I'm not retired yet, still too young 

(I'm 45), but I may consider becoming a full 

time pickleball pro/teacher in the valley. I 

do like it more than my old 

job...lol....Again, I'm just kidding. 

 

Anything surprising/wonderful/unusual about 

you that you would like the 

pickleball community to know?  

 

There is not much else to tell, as a lot of 

people in the pickleball community already 

know me well. I'm always open to giving 

advice but I can also be a hardcore critic as 

well, (I can't change my personality). I 

would like to include a note for those who 

don't know me well: Don't be shy, and 

come up and ask me for any technical help, 

I'll be glad to enlighten your understanding 

of the game. Also, I'm not a pickleball 

snob, so don't hesitate to ask me to be 

your fourth player if needed, regardless of 

skill level. 

 

 

 
 

  Drilling with Tao at Lincoln Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSPC Male Player 

Tao Thongvahn 


